EASTERN UNIVERSITY, SRI LANKA

FACULTY OF GRADUATE STUDIES
GUIDELINES FOR THE PREPARATION OF A RESEARCH PROPOSAL

1. Title of the Research
The research title should be clear, concise, specific, and reflective of the proposed study. It should identify the principal research area and, where appropriate, the population, location, variables, or study system should be accommodated.
2. Formatting
Unless otherwise specified by the relevant Board of Study, the proposal should be prepared using:
· Paper size: A4 
· Font: Times New Roman / Baamini
· Font size: 12 pt 
· Line spacing: 1.5 
· Alignment: Justified 
· Margins: 1 inch on all sides except Left side (1.5)
· Page numbering: Consecutive page numbers 
· Headings/Sub headings: Clearly numbered and appropriately formatted 

 3.  Suggested Proposal Order
For administrative consistency, the faculty may require all research proposals to follow this order:
1. Title of the Research 
2. Introduction 
3. Background / Justification of the Study (as applicable) 
4. Hypothesis / Research Questions (as applicable) 
5. Literature Review (as applicable) 
6. Research Objective(s) 
7. Methodology 
8. Data Collection (as applicable) 
9. Data Analysis 
10. Expected Outcomes / Benefits / Significance 
11. Ethical Considerations (if applicable) 
12. References 
13. Gantt Chart / Research Work Plan

